
   MA 603-3 
Section: 
 ELIGIBILITY & BENEFIT 

DETERMINATION 

Department of Public Health  
and Human Services 
 
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE Subject: 

 Income Deeming Computation 
for  Sponsored Aliens 

 

 
January 1, 2008 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE BUREAU Page 1 of 3
 

Supersedes: MA 603-3 (05/01/00) 
 
►References: 42 CFR 435.601; 20 CFR 416.1161, and .1166a; ARM 

37.82.101, .903 
 
 GENERAL RULE--When an aged, blind or disabled (ABD) 

alien is not receiving SSI cash payments, the income of the 
alien's sponsor(s) and the sponsor's spouse (if living 
together) are deemed to the alien as income. 

 
 The policies governing countable and excluded income apply 

to the sponsor's income just as they do to the applicant's 
income, except that in-kind income is not counted in any 
deeming process. 

 
 If more than one alien is sponsored by the same sponsor (or 

couple), the income allocation is considered available to 
each sponsored alien in full; the income allocation is not 
prorated among the aliens. 

 
► The income allocation for a sponsor is equal to the current 

Standard Payment Amount (SPA) for SSI (MA 011).  If the 
sponsor is unmarried or does not live with his/her spouse the 
SPA for one is used.  If the sponsor is married and living with 
his/her spouse, the SPA for a couple is used.  If the alien is 
co-sponsored by two unmarried individuals, the co-sponsors 
are treated as spouses for deeming purposes.  If co-
sponsors are married to others, deem sponsor income from 
each couple separately. 

 
► The income allocation for each dependent of a sponsor is ½ 

the current Standard Payment Amount (SPA) for SSI.  A 
dependent's income is not subtracted from the dependent 
allocation.  A dependent for sponsor-to-alien deeming 
purposes is the same as a dependent for purposes of 
determining Family Income Maintenance Allowance (see MA 
904-2). 
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►INCOME DEEMING Compute income deemed from sponsors to aliens as  
PROCEDURE follows: 
   1.  Standard Payment Amount for Individual 
   2. ÷ 2_______________________________ 
   3. = Sponsor’s dependent allocation 
   4. X Number of sponsor’s dependents  
   5. = Total allocation for sponsor’s dependents 
 
   6.  Unearned income of sponsor & spouse/co-

sponsor 
   7. - Total allocation for sponsor’s dependents 
   8. = Countable unearned income (if negative, carry 

remainder to line 20 as a positive number) 
 
   9.  Earned income of Sponsor #1 
 10. - $65 earned income disregard 
 11. = Subtotal 
 11. - ½ earned income disregard__________  
 12. = Countable earned income of Sponsor #1 
 

13.  Earned income of Sponsor #2 (or Sponsor #1’s 
spouse) 

14.  - $65 earned income disregard____________ 
15. = Subtotal 
16. - ½ earned income disregard_____________ 
17. = Countable earned income of Sponsor #2 (or 

Sponsor #1’s spouse) 
 
 18.  Countable earned income of Sponsor #1 (from 

line 12) 
 19. + Countable earned income of Sponsor #2 (or 

Sponsor #1’s spouse, from line 17) 
 20. - Remaining allocation for sponsors’ dependents 
 21. - $20 general income disregard_____________ 
 22. = Total countable earned income 
 
 23.  Countable unearned income (from line 8, if line 

8 is negative, enter zero here) 
 24. + Total countable earned income (from line 21) 
 25. - SSI SPA for sponsor(s) or sponsor and spouse 
 26. = Income deemed from sponsor(s) to alien(s) 
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►SYSTEM TEAMS is not programmed to complete this calculation.  
PROCESSING Therefore, the income deeming must be done manually and 

then entered onto the UNIN screen for the sponsored alien, 
income type 'AS' (if TEAMS case is for ABD Medicaid only), 
or 'OM' (if TEAMS case includes other programs).  CHIMES 
will calculate deemed income from sponsor to alien; 
sponsors are entered as household members in CHIMES. 

 
BUDGET Once this calculation of deemed income is completed, refer  
CALCULATIONS to MA 603-1 "Income Computation for Individuals and 

Couples" for the next step in the budget process. 
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